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CHARACTER OF 4 WIFE. 





(Continued from our laff.) 


\ \ TELL, fir, behold us now 

feated here, in a capital 
manfion, 2lmoft new, and appa- 
rently excepted from the repair- 
ing at for many years. What 
was there to interrupt our quiet ? 
«--Even that which has ever pro- 
duced the fame effec&---my 
wife’s averfion to a life of eafe, 
Faults appeared to her critical 
eye, which efcaped my penetra- 
tion. The fly on the pillar 
could not be more faftidious ; 
hence we relapfed gradually in- 
to the repairing fyhinn, and de- 
voted at leaft fix weeks every 
hag to this animating and live- 
y bufinefs ; when a new cir- 


cumftance occurred. One day, ' 


as my wife was reading the newf- 
\ paper, fhe obferved that our 
houfe was advertifed to be fold, 
and a hint, which to any bod 

elfe, would have been as dark 
as the explanations of a 
ftatefman, produced a firm con- 
viction in my mind, that the 
would not be fatished without 
making it our frechold. I afs 
fented, as ufual, but from ano- 
ther motive than the fufpe&ted ; 
for, while the was expatiating 
, on the advantage of having ‘* a 
houfe of one’s own, ‘ng rent to 


pay, the low price of eftates,”* 
and other prevailing inducements 
I hugged myfelf in the idea, 
that when the houfe became our 


_own, it would put an end to all 


future f{chemes of removal. This 
being agreed upon, “ fhe would 
make the purchafe herfelf in 
perfon ;"’ and why ? becaufe the 
has often declared that the hap- 
pieft moments of her life are 
thofe during which her heart 
flutters in unifon with the vi- 
brations of an auctioneer’s ham- 
mer, and that fhe would rather 
be out of pocket, at a fale, than 
not out of breath when the laft 
ftroke falls. 

We were now, I thought, 
heyond the rezch of removal, 
and I thought, right; ‘but that 
the mind thould not ftagnate ia 
inaCtivity, many fubftantial al- 
terations have been fince carried 
into execution, becaufe, my 
wife fays, we may do what we 
will with the houfe, ** now itis 
our own.”’---For all the ahove 
confiderations, fhe has univer- 
fally obtained the character of 2 
woman of tafte, although fome 
have given her the more fami+ 
liat name of a notable woman. 

Bus, fir, even repairs and al- 

(erations 
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130 Charalter. of a Wife. 
* 

terations mutt be fometimesin- 

terrupied. There nut be times 

when no partition requires to be 


pulled down, and no fhelves 
want to be put up; when hin- 
ges and locks do’ their duty in 
filence, and fcouring. may fup- 
ply the place of paint ; when 
every chair is in its place, « and 
every tub flands on its own bot- 
tom. To fill up thefe interftices, 
and keep the mindyin exercife, 
when no affairs of her own de- 
ranand her attention, my wife has 
acquired a very happy knack at 
Managing the affairs .of other 
peopic. Her acquaintance be- 
ing pretty extenfive, and her o- 
pinion looked up to,, as the opi- 
nion of a woman living in a 
great houfe onght to be, the.is 
never without opportunities of 
making other. pesple’s cares her 
own. If there is a purchafe to 
be made, a child to be born; a 
. difeate to be cured, a patient to 
_ be fenttothe difpenfary, an elec- 
tion, to be gained, a drefs to be 
spade up, a weiter to be fent to 
nea, or a fexvant’s place to 
be Oiled, fhe is in perpetual mo- 
»tion, ands never. quits. her pur- 
pofe uvtil ber endeavours end an 
final {uccels er cifappoint ment, -- 
, By the by, it is a very. remark- 
able circumftance, and which I 
eannot otherwte. account fer, 
than by laying that it is part of 
her fyftem, that whether flre lo- 
cs OF wins, fhe fecms. equally 
pleated. «From sher cagernets 
te thefe various pu:fuits, te has 
heen -anaftsken by — flrangers, 
jometimes for amantuamaker, a 
putor atiales, 3 2. phyuctanin pet 
iceaie, she Jashy ofa direclar, sthe 


iceceanae an holies - aad: {ome- 


- o 


timesfor a nurle, a midwife, and 
the keeper of a tegifter-offiice. 
Such is the verfatility ‘of her 
talents, that nothing is intole- 
rable which ferves ny make her 
anxious, and nothing ¥feems trou- 
blefo ne that is ateended with a 
great deal of plague, On ac- 
count of all thele good deeds, 
fhe has obtained the reputation 
of a moft benevolent woman. 
One confequence of intermed- 
dling in the affairs of other peo- 
ple would to many bean object 
of terror ; 1 mean the chance of 
getting into fcrapes; but with 
my lady, that feemsto bea re- 
conymendation... It is not un- 
frequently. that fhe is under the 
neceflity of applying tomy law- 
yer to extricate her out of what 
other people would call difficul- 
ties, but which fhe deems the 
pleafing confequence of know- 
ing. more, about natural juftice 
than artificial quibbles. She.is, 


indeed, very fond of law: you | 


may, naturally fuppofe that its 


delays and uncertainty,are high- | 


ly in faveur of ber fyfiem. She 
has had a few trials ab ut fome 
property fhe, brought meat our 
union, butthey were fhort, and 
therefore not very fatisfaGtory: 

Were the not extremely fertile 
in devifing exercife for per hopes 
and fears, and confequent! y, not 
Randing in need of my affittance 
or if | had any great point to 
gain with her, | don’t know but 
i might be prevailed apon. to 
gratify her with a chancery fuit, 
and fecure her happinefs.on a 
lafting foundation. 

‘To ail the above expecients 
may bz added the pugahafe of 
Jottes ? tickets, aid of. Latigains Sy 

the 
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Chara&er of a Fife. 1° 


the arrangement of difpures in 
families, &c. Bur life is long- 
er than we commonly imagine. 
We cannot always be concern- 
ing ourfeives in the affairs cven 
of other people. There are times 
when invention mutt be employ- 
ed to devife fchemes of aétion, 
ahd sto open fources of hope and 
fcat, independent of foreign aid. 
And here tikewife, my wife is 
entitled to the praife of ‘great 
fertiliry. After a day paffed in 
ation, buftle, expectation, and 
difsppointment, the night brings 
with it domeftic comfort of a- 
nother kind. The alarm of fire 
and of thieves forms a perpetual 
fource of watchfulnefs and con- 
trivance ; and as, for reafons al- 
véady affigned, the 4s a great rea- 
er of newfpapers, thefe are fub- 
je@s which are never allowed to 
flip out of our memory. Join- 
ed to thefe are the pleafing ‘pof- 
fibilities of being robbed by cur 
{érvants, of our houfe in the 
country being barnt, of the bank- 
er failing, and of our fleward 
proving a rogue. ‘And as fome 
part of my property lies in the 
Weft Indies,. we occafionally 
fpeculate, with a degree of com- 
fort. on an earthquake for my 
lands,or the yellow fever for my 
ténants.---As to fervants, a per- 
petual change of them is one of 
my wile’s chief pleafures. If 
we have good fervants, they are 
no berter for us ; and if they are 
bad we are not worfe for them. 
This procures madam the repu- 
tition of great difcernment. 


Such, fir, are; fome of thé ina 
gvedients in my wife’s practical 
fyftem of happinefs. It is re- 
markable, however, that I tole- 
rate it, becauie I am of a quite 
different way of thinking, and 
really allow of buftle and confir- 
fion, merely becaufe | am a do- 
ver of perce. If this appear ige 
cénfiftent, it can appear to only 
to an inveterate old batchelor:. 
To be ture, I could with. the 
time were come when we could 
fitdown quietly, and confider all 
around us’as perfect in its kind, 
and without ftirring from our 
chairs, make allowance for im- 
perfections which impatience 
and motion cannot. remove. 
And, of late, 1 fufpe& my’ wife 
has been ftudying the new dec-~ 
trine of perfectibility, which, to 
fuit herfelf, the transfers from 
mind to matter.---Were I to 
examine her clofely on the fub- 
jeét, I have line doubt that the 
looks forward with carneft hope 
to that happy day when the fur- 
niture of a houfe tha!l ‘arrive ar 
perféction, when wainfcot {hall 
be anpregnadle to dult, when 


-plate fhall thine in perpetual 
brightneds, 


¢ and the voice of 
feourers: fall be heard no more 
---when property fhall no long- 
er change its mafter, the condi- 
tions of fale become adead lester, 
and the cloquence of Chrittie {o- 
licit the laft bid ! 
I am, fir, your’s, &c. 

HUMPHREY PLAtrID.. 

March ay 4797. 
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@RE MENTAL TALEN care TIVE OF HAPPI- 


Totnz Epitok of trHz London MontTuiy Macazinxy. 


Sik, 


HETHER talents, or fu- 
perior powers and cul- 
tivation of mind, have a tenden- 
cy to produce the happinefs of the 
individual, appears to be quefti- 
onable, and affords an enquiry 
hoth curious and important. 
do not fee] in myftlf ‘a capacity 
for the proper inveftigation of 
this fubje@ ; but you will per- 
haps, fir, allow me, through the 
medium of your valuable Miicel- 
Jany, to offer a few obfervations 
which have occurred to me ref- 
pecting it ; and to invite, from 


acorrefpondent more able and’ 


jugenious, a farther examination 
of this intcrefting queftion. 

A variety of aieuments, on 
the firtt view, forcibly itrike the 
mind infupport of the affirma- 
tive of the pofition, that talents, 
or intellcé: ual endowments, have 
a direct tendercy towards in- 
creafing the fum of human (or 
rather of individual) happinefs. 
Virtue, it has been affirmed, is 
but a calculation of confequen- 
ces, or achoice of the beft means 
£0 attain a certain end, the ulti- 
nate benefit, or greater fum of 
enjoyment, fuited to the percep- 
tious and faculties of a rational 
eant fenfible being. Virtue, 
“therefore, is faid, by moralifts, 
tobe our true intereft: and, 
from this propofition, it feems 
to foliow as a corrollary, that 
knowledge, or enlargement of 

saind, has anuniform and necef. 


tug. * 


“ye 


* 


fary connection with virtue, and 
if with virtue, with happinefs ; 
or, that the moft wife, the moft 
virtuous, the moft happy, would 
be almoft fynonymous terms. 
We know nothing of caufes, but 
from their effets ; is, therefore, 
this conclufion warranted by 


fact and experience? Strong. 


mental powers appear to be con- 
nected with acute and lively fen- 


fation, or the capacity of receiv- 


ing forcible impreffions. (I will 
not, at prefent, enquire whe- 
ther exquifite organs are the 
caufe, o: the refult of moral fuf- 
ceptibility.) Hence it is to be 
fuipeQed, that ftrong minds are 
frequently enflaved by their paf- 
fions, the diftin&tion betwecn 
fenfe and reafon is perhaps mere- 
ly verbal, every thing feems to 
refolve itfelf into the former. 
Why is adverfity thought to be 
the fchool of improvement ? 
Why is it faid, ** Enquire after 
the fufferjngs of great men, and 
you will know why they are 


great*r’’ «* The rock muft be 


convulfed ere it wll produce the 


diamond ;’’ becaufe talents are | 


invariably called forth equal to 
the {pur of the occafion. Mis- 
fortune and difficulty put the 
mind upon colle@ing its powers; 
the difappointment or the cala- 
mity which does not overwheim 
and ttupify, fiimulates, weakens 
the ftronger paffions, fets che 
*Tevater's Apheritine. 
mind 
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Are Mental.Talents produfive of Happine/s ? 


mind in motion, roufes thole 
energies which, inthe lap of in-- 
dolence, had never exifted. Hap- 
pinefs, which implies a certain 
degree of tranquility, and talents 
upon this hypothefis, appear to 
be wholly incompatible; yet, 
admitting this ftatement, the 
truly great mind, it may be al- 
leged, is thatwhich, through the 
firuggle of the paflions has, at 
length, acquired {table principles 
and like the traveller, on the 
fummit of the higheft Andes, 
views, under a ferene fky, the 
clouds of ftorms, from which he 
has efcaped, break harmlefs be- 
neath his feet. Suppofing that 
habits of inquietude and efferve- 
{cence may be wholly and effec- 
tually fubdued ; and that the ne- 
ceffity for watchfulnefs, which 
implies arduous confliat, incon- 
fiftent with tranquil enjoyment, 
is fuperceded ; that the mind, 
accuftomed to avoid emotion, is 
neither exhaufted by this ftimu- 
Jus, nor incapacitated from re- 
turning toa peaceful and tem- 
perate ftate---at_ what period of 
_dife is this defirable fituation 
' likely to be acquired ? May not 
the victory coft ustoo dear? 
May not our race be nearly fi- 
nifhed ere it be atchieved? Is a 
wife and tranquil old age worth 
the purchafe of a youth of fuffer- 
ing, anda manhood of warfare ? 
Ifthis be the only method of 
gencrating talents, who would 
with to purchafe them, at a 
rate fo expenfive ? But may not 
the mind be roufed by meaas lefs 
violent and obnoxivus ? May 
not curiolity beawakened, emu- 
lation produced, the love of dif- 
tinction foftered, by gentler me- 
thods ? If ialaats are called forth 
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equal to the ipur of the occafi- 
on (and this appears to be an in- 
controvertibletruth, founded up- 
on the hiftory and experience of 
all‘nations and ages) Lown, I can 
conceive of none equally effica- 
cious. In proportion to the force 
of the impreffion (which neither 
overwhelms nor ftupifies) will 
be the vigour of the motive and 
the confequent exertion ; an ex- 
act mechanical ratio mult be 
preferved between thei. Our’ 
attention is never fo effectually 
fecured as bya lively intereft, 
and that intereit will be the moft 
lively, will fuggeft expedients 
the moft acute and various, that 


“concerns and touches us moft 


nearly. Upon this view, we 
may fay of the man of talents, 


¢ Heav'n does with him as we with 
torches de, 
‘¢Not light them for themfelves, but 
others.” 
SHAKESPEARE, 


The page of hiftory, the elo- 
quent complaints of fages, phi- 
lofophers, and poets, feem to 
confirm this notion. *‘ This 
innate melancholy of genius,” 
is almoft proverbial. 

Yet plaufible as this reafoning 
may appear, it is dtill inclufive. 
The pleafures ofintelleét, which 
conftitute a vaft fum, ‘thovld be 
balanced againftits pains. Cul~ 
tivation of mind tendsto give 
dignity andindependence of cha- 
racter. Talents are conneSed 
with power, which all human 
beings pant after; they flatter 
the nodleft ambition, and govern 
the world with’ uncontrollable 
Sway. The mete pleafure of 
Senfe (to ule the term in an ap- 
propriate fignifieation) are ne- 

ceffarily 
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effarily tranfient, and liable to 
degenerate into fatiety and dif- 
gut ; unlefs taken moderately, 
and at diflant ‘intervals, they 
juickiy exhautt by their intenfi- 
tv, and pall by their repetition. 
Their intemperate indulgence 
has a tendency to cloud the fa- 
culties; to blunt the [entbility, 
and to brutalize the being. The 
enjoyments of intelleG are in- 
calculably more vatied, more 
conftanr, more in the power of 
the individual, and lefs depen- 
dent upon focal .circumftauces 
and external events. How thort 
isthe exiflence of the man of 
fenfe, if meafured by confciouf- 
nefs, compared with that of the 
intelle€tual “man! The former 
ftupidly dozes between, or Jan- 
guidly endures, the intervals of 
his gratifications ;, he either dif- 
fipates himfelf with an abfent 
and vacant. mind, or “drudges 
through the day, ina dull me. 
¢hanica) round or fpiritlefs oceu- 
pation. The latter finds mate- 
rials for reflection and com pari- 
fon in every objeét, in every in- 
ident ;. nothi ing, to him, is 
barren of improvement or en- 
fertainment, nothing abiolutély 
indifferent. If he mixes in fo- 
ciety, he perceives in every cha- 
yatter; he draws fiom every 
converfation, iubjedis for future 
meditation : in folitude, he con- 
verfes, in bis brary, with the 
heroes, the legitlators, the wits, 
and the fages, ofall countries, 
and of all perigds* che ws pte 
iin a borndic -{s field of know- 
ledge, or he réhans himfelf ihe 
erand aiid enchanting reveries of 


Y? 


the invagination. ‘ri is life is pro- 


aeragied *Byt.a confciouinefs to 


every moment, he ayes ina 


thoufand idle feenes and tranfac- 
tions, he conjures up by his fan- 
cy, or with his pen, as by the 
power of magic, new worlds, 
new beings, new combinations; 
as It were ahew creation, ehich: 
a moment before, feemedto have 
noexiftence. Even his forrows 
and* difappointments have -in 
them [ know not what of digni- 
ty and amelioration ; he is con- 
fcious of his own powers, he 
feels his own worth, and he con- 
temns the injuftice of mankind ; 
he becomes a ftubborn under op- 
prefion, he grows haughty in 


odiftvefs, he wraps hiafelt in the 


mantle ofintegrity, or confoles 
himfelf’ with the confcioutnefs 
of merit. Ifhis heart is pierced 
with anguifh for friends a 
ged, or affeétions unreguited, 

mournful magic mixes with his 
grief, he values himfelf on his 
capacity for emotions, which, 
while they read, foften and hu- 
manize his f{pirit.. Even the 
conviction of error,’ while ir 
humbles, exalts him ; he choofes 
to be wife by ‘hisown experi- 
ence, he fee!s that his reafon is 
unfounded by the Rruggle of his 


‘paffions, and he is fatisfied to 


tafic the fruit of knowledge, 
pany by overleaping the boun- 
brie of content, 

Bus fhould the preceding pic- 
ture, imperiecily fketched, be 
acknowled be d ideal; fhould it be 
granted, that the pains of mtel- 
le&t have hitherto, in many, or 
in moit, inflances, over balanced 
the pleafures may noriflis have 
atife trom. the peculiar and dif- 
ordered” fistes” of fociety, ra- 
ther than fiom the natural ten- 
ceney of cultivation and» refine- 


ment? oh commercial count Ys 
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the fole moving {pring of which 
is pecuniary intereft, muft ne 
ceffarily be unfavourable to thofe 
who, intent on mental improve- 
ment, require for their purfuit 
abftraCtion and leifure, by in- 
volving them in external dif- 
ficulties. Honour, fame, and 
the pleafure which is foundiin 
the purfuit, rather than pecunia- 
tv gain, are fuppofed to confli- 
tute the recompence of literary 
eminence.  Ariftocratical and 
feudul inftitutions, alfo,.by fac- 
fitious- privileges and artificial 
diftinctions, deprive merit of its 
encouragement, and talents of 
their juft and natural reward. 
Talents, therefore, to adopt the 
commercial ftyle, are not free to 
find their Jevel. Monarchical 
and defpotic governments, by 
their {plendour, their allure- 
ments, and their terrors, have a 
tendency todebauch the tafte, 
corrupt the heart, aed fetter the 
mind, and afford a temptation to 
the proftitutionof talents. Thefe 
appear to be among the difficul- 
ies, the nature of which isto 
fupprefs, pervert, or impede, ra- 
ther than to awaken and flimu- 
Jate, the intellectual powers. 
Whether republics may he lefs 
inimical to the produ@tion, the 
encouragement, and the reward 
of mental excellence, has not yet 


perhaps, been fufficiently afcer~ 
tained by experiment. 

Toconclude, talents, however 
generated, appear to be fimply 
the power, which proves beneh- 
cial er mifchievous, as it is ap- 
plied or dire&ted. Like other 
{trong powers of nature, exter- 
nal conffraint feems to have upon 
thein the moft dangerous and fa- 
tal operation ; when pent up and 
oppreffed, the whirlwind and the 
torrent are not sore wild, and 
deftructive ; they ftruggle to 
burit their bounds, and 

Sweep all before them, with impetu- 

ous {way.’’ 


The precediig defultory re- 
marks are merely intended as an 
invitation to the ingenious aad 
the candid to confider the fubject 
more accurately; every attempt 
however impotent, to inveltigate 
or elucidate the nature and hifto- 
ry of mind, is laudable, and has 
a claim to indulgence ; the de- 
fire of fimplifying its operations, 
tracing their principles, and re- 
ducing them to general laws, it 


has been juftly obferved by an e« 


Joquent philofophic writer; in 
the preface to alate publication*, 
is one of the grandeft efforts ot 
human reafen. 

April 29, 1797. 


* Godwin’s Enguirer. 





A fhort Treatife on Foref-Trees, 


— 


Aguaticks, Ever-Greens, Fences and 


Grafs-Seeds.------By the right honourable; the late Earw of 


HappDINGToNn. 





AVING been a diligent than, I belf€ve, any moan ever 
planter for upwards of planted in his lifetime, 1 have 


muity years, and having had 
Shore trees of Py own plagting, 


vanity enough to think my ex- 
perience may be of ufe to my 


a. 


friends: 


So 
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friends : and therefore I fhall, in 
as plain and diftinéta method 
as I can, tell the methods I have 
ufed; which, tho’ they difter 
from almoft all the treatifes ex- 
tant upon this faljeGt, yet I dare 
anfwer there fhall be nothing ad- 
vanced in thefe papers, but what 
T can get attefted to be marter of 
fa&t, andcan fhew the demon- 
firation of upon my own 
grounds. 

J] have had great affiftance 
fron Mr. Evelyn, who wrote 
Jong ago upon this fubjeét, and 
appearscto be well fkilled init; 
yet he has been too credulous, 
and builds too mach upon nice- 
ties, that are altogether trifling 
and unneceffary, which makes 
me differ from him in many par- 
ticulars. 

Mofes Cook, gardener to my 
Lord Effex, hath publithed a ve- 
ry ufeful book upon the fame 
fubje&t, which has likewife its 
own blemifhes. All that have 
written in Englith fince. their 
time, have copied from them, 
even to the fetting down of their 
errors ; and not only fo, but have 
added many more of their own, 
Some have written like philo- 
fophers, entertaining the fancy 
with airy, abftracted fpecula- 
tions, inftead of conveying prac- 
tical inftruftions to the inquiti- 
-tive reader; whilft others, like 
quacks, promife a great deal, 
bur perform nothing. ' 

I fall not take up time in 
treating of the different foils pro- 
per for planting; but thall only 
tell in fhort, \tha® J never met 
with any foil, that fome one or 
other would not growon., And 
as I go along iatreating of every 


different tree that T have expé+ 
rience of, [ fhall tell the -fort, 
andthe way and management of 
each kind, from its being in the 
feed till it is fit for the axe ; be- 
ginning with — 


The OAK. 


Which is raifed from the feed 
called the Acorn ; Authors 
write of different kinds, but I 
know only of one, which I had 
all from England. Ic is certain 
that the oak we have from abroad 
for wainfcotting, and for barrels, 
is of a different kind; but I ne- 
ver could. procure any acorns 
from thefe countries. 

I have raifed many trees, fet- 
ting the acorns in the ground 
where they were not to he re- 
moved; and I do think it the 
beft way, if the vermin could 
be kept from deftroying them. 
J have fet fome, with good fuc- 
cefs, in very bare poor ground ; 
when the fame was fenced, and 
no cattle fuffered to go there, the 
grafs has grown fo rank, and it 
fell down and matted fo clofe to- 
gether, that the young fhoot 
could not force its way throngh ; 
and the field mice, harbouring 
there, have deftroyed me many 
buthels of acorns ; fo that the 
way I have taken of late is, to 
make a feed-bed of trenched 
ground, on which the acorns are 
put, with the {mallet end to the 


earth,-and then covered half an 


inch deep. The beft feafon for 
this work is, when the acorns 
drop in Oétober, though I ne- 
ver could get mine fo early ; but 
I always put them in the ground 


as foon as I could procure them, . 


if it was act in froft, Af- 
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Direfiions fi or raifing Foreft-Trees. 


er they peep above ground, 
they may get fome earth 
fifted upon them ; efpecially if 
fet in October, for the froft may 
fwell the ground and fpue them 
out, and in that cafe thev muft be 
re-placed with the finger. Af- 
ter they have been in this bed for 
two full years, I advife the lift- 
ing of them, tho’ fome are for 
their ftandiag another year, by a 
notion that an acorn in two years 
cannot have tpent all its full fub- 
{tance into the plant ; but I have 
been careful to obferve that, and 
l could never perceive any part 
of it unconfumed. I therefore 
propofe, that, after ftanding two 
years in the feed-bed, they ‘hould 
be planted where they are de- 
figned to ftand; I thought this 
had been a nation of my own ; 
but [ faw, ‘ince I have ufed this 
method, a wood planted bya 
gentleman this way, that was 
in a very thriving ftate. What 
put me on making this expert- 
ment was, that the trenching 
ground for nurferies was expen- 
five, and the keeping it clean 
ws a great trouble ; and I had, 

for many years, fet out my firs 
from the feeil-bed to where they 
were to ftand, with good fuccets, 
as | thall explain when I! come 
to treat cf that tree. Another 
reafon was my being convinced, 
that every temoval of a tree 
checks its growth, andif 1 could 
raife them al! without tranfplan- 
tation, it would be a great ad- 
vantage. 

Ail who have wrote on oaks, 
adwiic the cumting off the carrot- 
root or pap, which think quite 
neediels, aad therefore 
pradtie. Phe writers og plant- 
ing take up muchtime in giving 


neve; - 


diretions as tothe foil prop. 
for oak ; but, as it is a tree that 
L like much, I have planted it 
every where : and find it thrive 
in rich, poor, middling, heathy; 
gravelly, {fpouty, clay and mof- 
fy ground ; nay, upon the dead 
fand, and in fhort on every foil 
that | -have: And it ts vilible 
that my oaks grow fafter than 
any tree lL can plant, the aqua- 
ticks only excepted. 

Having faid fo much, I fhall 
now mention the diftance I 
would have oaks planted at.. In 
ali natura! woods the trees ftand 
clofe to one another ; but in 
time the leaft thriving decay, or, 
by often cutting over, and the 
dropping of the trees that are left 
fertimber, perith : by this means 
large oaks ftand at a great 
diftance ; but I can by no 
means allow that they always 
did fo, or that we fhould, ina 
new plantation, fet oaks at for- 
tv, fifty, or fixty feet diftance ; 
far lefs, as fome modern authors 
affert, at as many yards. For 
tho’ we fee great trees now ftand- 
ing, i is more than probable that 
they were all formerly in a 
thicket, as Mr. Cook hath made 
very fplain in his chapter on 
oaks ; and experience may ful- 
ther teach us, that, if we thould 
plant at the diitancein a Country 
{ubje& to winds, we ihould have 
bufhes, but never trees. So 
that it is requifite that ‘we planc 
very thick, as fhall be fhown 
afterwards. 

We now come to, pruning. 
No tree thould be @eowéillto 
fork, 1 mean to put out Two 
fiems : one upright:fliger fhould 
uel bef encouraged; ‘for when 

here are two or ajere, te lap 

what 
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that fhould run all into one, is 
difperfed into many, and by this 
neglect, many millions of trees 
never come to the fourth of the 
value that they had arrivedat, if 
due pains had been taken to have 


them trained up to one ftem ; fo 


4 recommend in the beginning 
to prone this and all other foreft- 
trees when they are young ; 

the fame time | am not for leav- 
ing the 
branches ; for fome are necef- 
fary for drawing up the fap; 
burt I would only leave a few. 
ifthe tree hath been for fome 
time neglected, begin at the un- 
dermoft branches, and take them 
and the next row entirely away ; 
but when you come higher up, 
prune offonly a branch here and 
there ; or fhorten fome of them, 
which mult be cut away clofe by 
the body of the tree the next 
{eafon ; and take care tothin the 
head that the wind may get 
through ; for, if the tree is top- 
heavey; the wind willrake fucla 
imprefhon on it, that it will ei- 
ther break fhort, or be laid over 
and pethaps never will be a 
flraight tree ; by this way of do- 
ing a tree may be brought to 
what height. one pleafes, with- 
out any more. branches than 


tree fquite without 


A Fragmeni. 


what are neceflary for drawing 
up the fap, and to keep the tree 
upright. The cleareft directi- 
ons for this work are to be feen 
in Mofes Cook’s roth chapter, 
beginning at the middle of page 
57th, where, | think, he names 
the moft proper feafons for the 
firft and fecond prunings of the 
oaks, and all other trees that 
are 20t ever-greens ; and tohim 
I refer my readers. Some lop, 
by that J mean, cut off, the top 
of the oaks ; but ] entirely dif- 


approve of that practice: for the 


gteater the height of an oak, the 
reater the value. 

There is another way of ma- 
naging this, and all other 
trees, that I think may, if begun 
in time, be better than pruning ; 
and that is, by rubbing off in the 
{fpring-time the buds from the 
fides of the tree, fince, by 
checking the fap’s breaking out 
on the fide, it forces it to rife up 
to the top ‘of the tree. 

It were lofs of time to tell 
the ufes of this tree, fince every 
body knows the value of it. Ha- 
ving thus far treated of the oak, 
that hath fo long maintained its 
title of the King of the Foreft, | 
thal] next fay fomething of the 


Beech. 
(to be continued. ) 





A FRAGMENT FOUNDED ON FACT. 
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EH ERE EH URING $a very 
“sa heavy fall of faow 
be @ ier of 1784, we rode 
“re Ahoreback from Berwick to 
™ . Keo; ‘pon the banks of the 
| bi) we regardiefs of the se- 


ondiranceso! ma iy ho intiit - 


Ale to the welt ; 


ed that the roads were impafia- 
and in truth it 
was an act of hardihood and fol- 
ly, as the congealed flakes were 
driited by the blaft, end beat vie- » 
lently againih our eyes and teeth. 
Arevery itep the jaded animals 

were 
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svere more than knee deep, and 
may be rather faid,to have plung- 
onward than otherwife. When 
we arrived, with much dificulty, 
at a naked lonely alehoufe, near 
Tweezle, ontheriver Till, we 
found an inhabitant of Kelfo, 
who had been detained in this 
thatched hotel two days, bv the 
inclement feafon: He fat, in a 
contracted ftate, inclining over 
the embers on the hearth, like 
the perfonification of the ague. 
When he recognifed us, his fea- 
tures affumed their wonted firm- 
nefs, and gathering intrepidity 

from example, he refolved to ac. 

company us, although the roads 

and ditches were {o filled up, 
that the vaft face of the country 
feemed anunbroken white ex- 
panfe. On our arrival in the 
middle of a heath, which we did 
not accomplifh until the infidi- 
ous approaches of night, we faint- 
ly difcovered a female form wad- 
ing and floundering irregularly 
towards us, in thetracklefs {now : 
Her attire was foloofe & involy- 
ed, fo much of the fimplicity of 
a villager, that the appeared 
merely to pafs from one neigh- 
bour’s houfe to another. View- 
ing her through the mifty atmof- 
phere, we hefitated to pronounce 
heras human; the contour of 
her body was fo foftened by the 
intermediate vapours, that fhe 
feemed erial. On ovr coming 
nearer, we afcertained her, with 
extreme aftonifhment, to be the 
wife of our companion : fhe had 
been wandering in a fpirit of 


defperation thirteen miles from 
her home, and from her infants, 
in that bleak day, to find the re- 
mains of her beloved Willy, be- 
lieving him, from his unnfual & a- 
larming abfence, to have perifhed 
in the hard weather. Upon the in- 


{tantaneous affurance that the be _ 


held her hufband onge more, the 
ifueda loud & piercing thriek,& 
funk motionlefs in the fnow. 
When we had chafed her tem- 
ples, and imperfeQly recovered 
her, the clafped her hands in all 
the fervor of exceeding piety, & 
raifing her eyes to heaven, ble(- 
fed- her God for her: deliver ance 
from trouble ; and amore genu- 
ine thankfgiving never afcended 
the Empyrean. At the conclu- 
fion of her prayer, we placed the 
fhivering amiable woman on the 
ableft horfe, and conveye, her to 
Coldftream, overpowered by the 
fenfations of an exceflive joy, fuc- 
ceeding the conflicts of fevere 
duty and moft agonizing woe | 
What an infpiring inftance of 
conjugal tendernets! Could 
Cornelia or Portia have donc 
more. 

Read this, and rele, ye beau- 
tiful but impure portion of my 
wedded country women, who 
wantonly forfake the blifs of fym- 
pathy for lawlefsvoluptuoufnels ! 
W hofe document breathes hope, 
but whofe principle is mifery ! 
Who demand happinefs, while 
ye are recreant to virtue, and 
fatten Civilians, for arguments 
erected upon the bafis of your’ 
eternal fhame !” 
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199 ° Selefed Poetry. 
SELECTED POETRY. 


ODE ON LORD MACARINE?’S EMBASSY JO CHIN A. 





WIFT fhot the curliew ‘thwart the rifing bla 
As eve’s dun fhades enwrapt the billowy mair 
Hoarfe broke the waves againtt the fandy waite, 
And dim and cheerlefs {wept the drizzling rain; 
When, bending o’er the briny f{pray, 
Stood the genius, old Cathay ; 
Her veitments floating on the gale, 
With angry glare, her eye-balls roll, 
Horror fhakes her inmoft foul, 
As thus along the @rand {wells her portentous wail ; 


Athieft for pray, what roffian band 
Dares approach this happy land ; 
Glimering thro’ the gloonms of eve, 
'W hat canvas flutters o’er the wave, 
Plunging thro’ the {welling tide, 
What prows the whit’ning brine divide ? 
—’Tis Albion’s bloody crofs that flouts the air, 
Tis Albion’s fons that fkirt this peaceful fhore ; 
Her crofs—oppreflion’s badge—the fign of war ; 
Her fons that range the world, and peace is feen no more 


Infatiate {poilers ! that with treacherous finiles, 
In wreaths of olive hide the murderous fword : 
Ill fare the tribes, unconicious of your wiles, 
Whiote honeft candour trafts your plighted word 
Hence! ye harbingers of woe— 
‘Too well your deeds of blood I know : 
For’mid the thickened yloom of night, 
Oft as I {peed my watchful flight, 
A monitory voice | hear— 
Keen Sorrow’s thrilling cry awakes my lift’ning ear. 


A cry refounds from Ganges’ flood ; 
There Cpprefion’s giant crood 
Wide the tcythe of ruia fweep, 
And defolated diftriéts weep ; 
Terror waves the feourge on high ; 
Patient Mis’ry heaves the figh. 
Lo! meagre Famine *drains the vital fprings, 
And points from far, where yawas the darkfome grave ; 
er gifts in Vain protufive Plenty flings ; . 
* —Stern Avarice guards the ftore, nor owns the with to fave, 
: Froni 
® Alluding te the ever-memorable Bengal famine, in which 3,020,000 of the 
Hindoos périfhed, for wantof rige (their cuftomary food) at atime when the 
Warehoules of the Britih merthapts were crammed with that commedi'y, 
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From Niger’s banks refound the fhriek of woe, 
Yhere, inly pining wourns the haplefs flave ; 
Fraud proudly braves the light with fhamelefs brow, 
And floating ciaruels plow the reftlels. wave. 
* Behold, in defolate aray, 
* "The captives wind their filent way ; 
Amid the ranks, does Pity find 
A pair, by fond affection join’d ; 
Fell Rapine, recklefs of their pain, 
lafts Mifery’s final hope—denies a commen chain®, 


Hleag, O my fons the warning cry, 
And while you breathe the pitying figh, 
Deep on Memory’s tablet trace 
Thefe triumphs of Britannia’s race ; 
From age to age, from fire to foa 
Let the eternal record run : 
And when, with hollow hearts, and honey'd tongues, 
Thete flaves of gold advance their blood: ttain’d hand, ; 
Sirink from the touch —Rember India’s wrongs— 
Remember Afric’s woes—and fave your dittin'’d land. 
' W. SHEP Iagp 
* Mr. Falconbridge being fent to choofe fome flaves at Cape Coaft Cait‘e objected 
to one that was meagre, and put him afide. Mr. .F. obferving atear fleel down 
the man’s cheek, enquired of him the reafon, upon which he faid, ‘‘that he was 


ging tobe parted from his brother.” —Abftra& of the evidenee delivered before a 
Select Committee of the Houfe ef Commons, p. 91 





THE NEGRO’s COMPLAINT. 


A Sonc—By Cowper. 





Tune :----How imperfect is “Expreffion, 
ORC’D from hagne and ail its pleafures, 
Afric’s cqattd left forlorn ; 
‘J o increafe a ftranger’s trea‘ures, 
O’cr the ragings billows borne : 
Men from England, bought and fold me, 
Paid my price in paltry gold , 
Eut tho’ theirs they have enroll’d, 
Minds are never to be fold, 


Scill in thought as free as ever, 
What are Enzland’s riphts ?---T afk, 
But from my delights to fever, 
Me to torture, me to tafk ; 
Fleecy locks, and black compiexion, 
Cannet forfeit uature’s ejaim ; 
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Anecdote. 


Skins may differ, but affection 
Dwells in black and white the fame, 


Why did all creating nature, 
"Make the plant for which we toil ; 

Sighs muft fan it, tears muft water, 
Sweat of ours muft crefs the foil : 


Think, ye mafters iron he 


arted ! 


Lolling at your jovial boards ; 
Think how many backs have {marted. 
For th. {weets your cane affords ! 


Is there, as ye fometimes tell us, 
Is there one who reigns on high ; 
Has he bid you buy and fell us, 
Speaking from his throne the fky ; 
Ak him, if your knotted {courges, 
Fetters, blood extortring {crews ; 
Are the means which duty urges, 
Agents of his will to ufe, 


Deem our nation brutes n 


o longer, 


Till fome reafon ye fhall find ; 
Worthier of regard, and {tronger, 


Then the colour of our 


kind: 


Slaves of gold! whofe fordid dealings, 


Tarnihh all your boafted 
Prove that you have huina 
Ere you proudly quetti 


pow’ rs ; 
n feelings, 
on ours. 





oo 


ANECDOTE. 


ad 


T is well known that Peter 

the Great infpected with the 
greateft attention and care the 
work-fhops of different artifts. 
He frequented that of Muller, 
who was mafler of a forge in 
Tftria, and learned there to forge 
bars OF iron., One of the aft 
days which he paffed in. that 
place, he forged eight®en feet (a 
foot weighed forty pounds near- 


ly.) One of the. gentlemen of 


his bed-chamber and: his boy- 
ards fupplied coals, firred the 
fire, and worked the bellows. 


eee 


When Peter had finifhed, he 
went to the proprietor, praifed 
his manufaCtory, and afked him 
how much he gave his work- 
men per foot. ‘* Three co- 
ecks or an altina,’’ ‘* anfwer- 
ed Muller.--- Very well,”’ repli- 
ed the Czar,; ‘* I have then 
earned eighteen altinas.’? Muller 
fetched eighteen ducats, offered 
them to'Peter, and told him that 
he could not give a workman 
like ‘iis Majelty lefs per foor. 
Peter refufed---** Keep your 
_educats,”” faid he. ** I have not 


wrought; 

















wrought better than any other 
man ; give me what you would 
give another: I wan: to buy 
a pair of fhoes, of which I am 
in great need.”’ At the fame time 
he thewed him hie thoes, which 
had been once mended, and 
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were again full of holes. Pe- 
ter accepted eighteen altinas, 
and bought himfelf a pair of 
new fhoes, which he ufed to 
fhew with much pleafure, fay- 
ing, ‘‘ Thefe I earned with the 
{weat of my brow.” 





FOREIGN OCCURRENCES. 





LONDON, June 5 

We have received regular fets 
of the French papers up to the 
giftult. inclafive. The coun- 
cils exhibit the fame charaéter 
which they poffeffed before the 
introduction of the new third, the 
Jate elections having produced 
none of that rapid change which 
took place laft year in the legif- 
lative body. he deftination of 
the Toulon expedition is alla 
matter of mere conjecture in 
thofe journals : Corfica, it is 
thought, will be the point of 
union for that {quadron, to be 
joined by one from Genoa, and 
a third from Civita Veechia--- 
they will then proceed for their 
place of deftinauion. They have 
no horfes on board, but a large 
fupply of faddles, &c. as they 
expect to be furnifhed with 
thefz animals where they make 
their defcent. ' The accounts 
from Toulon ftate the force that 


failed to have been 13 fhips of 
the line, 6 frigates, 2 brigs, a 
flutés, 4 cutters, 4 bomb ketch- 
es, and 6 gun-boats, befides tran{- 
ports. 

The Englifh newfpapers con- 
taining the American docu- 
ments refpeCting the late nego- 
ciation, have been received in 
Paris, but none of the Jouraal- 
ifts have ventured to notice 
them. The Reducéteur traduces 
the Prefident of the United 
States, butdoes not deny the 
truth of the ftatements. It does 
not appear, however, that ade- 
claration of war has been iffued : 
one of the Journals ftate only 
that the American hips are pro- 
hibited from entering the ports 
of Breft, l’Orient, Rochfort, 
Toulga and Dunkirk ; which, 
perhaps, is merely to prevent 
them from conveying. intelli- 
gence from thefe placesta Ea- 
gland. 





DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 





Bofton, Auguft 8. 
THE FINE ARTS. 

A number of plates of the 
elegant picture of the Wasu- 
INGTON family, are cxpected to 
arrive from Philadelphia in all 





September, one of which isnow 
in town. The execution. is 
wholly American ; and Mr. $a- 
VAGE, the Painterand E:ngra- 
ver, is emitled to she gratitude 
and patronage of hig fellow-citi- 
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zens for his talents patriotifm & 
sffiduity. The plate is worthy 
toadorn the parlers of every 
houfe in the United States. [t 
reprefents our late beloved Pre- 
SIDENT, his amiable Lady, and 
her two Grand-children, feared 
in the Piazza of the General’s 
refidence at Mouwst Vernon, 
which has a thirty miles view of 
the river Powtomac. The 
likenefs are correct and impref- 
five---the drapery exact---and 
the engraving thioughout taf- 
terly. 


The Prefident of the United 
States, arrived at his feat in 
Quincy, laft evening ; he was 
ef{corted from Watertows by the 
Bofton Cavalry, and a nume- 
rous train of citizens, on horfe- 
back and in carriages. 


Port/mouth, Auguf 1. 
The following tranflation is 
communicated for the Ora- 
CLE, by a gentiemon of this 
town, lately from France. 
Paris, 19 Floreal, May 8, 1798, 
They write from Hamburgh 
that the Magiftrecy of that city, 
fent Mr, Goffeler, agengto Pa- 
vis, to inform the Directory 
they were ready to pay four 
millions to France. The Di- 
rectory demanded twelve milli- 
ons, and obferved they had oniy 
to make arrangements with the 
other Hanfatic towns of Bremen 
and Lubeck for the furplus---the 
fame advice mention that the 
Magiftrates of Hamburgh, three 
days after the retarn of the ex- 


prefs, fent again to Paris, offer- 
ing five millions, which were 
retufed----By this conduct the 
Magiftrates are embarraffed to 
know whist meafures to puriue. 
N. B. [tis worthy of menti- 
on, that this is net the frit con- 
tribution that the Directory 
have exacted from this city---in 
the year 1796, they fent > mini- 
fter to Hamburgh, whom they 
well knewcould not be receiv- 
ed, asthis city is under the pro- 
tection of, and owes allegiance 
to, the Emperor of Germany, 
at that time at’ war with France 
---but they forefaw thatthe re- 
fufal to accredit him would ferve 
as a pretext to demand a contri- 
burion, therefore as foon as the 
refufal was known, they arreited 
all the fhips of Hamburgh, then 
in their ports---On this occafi- 
on the merchants of Hamburgh, 
raifed a very large fum, which 
they fent to Paris to appeafe the 
Directory, this they received, 
and gave affurances that they 
fhould not again be imoleited du- 
ting the war---From the fore- 
going ftatement may be learnt 
the degree of ‘credence that 
fhouid be attached to the promil- 
_¢€8 of the government of regene- 
rated France | ! 


eee 


Poughkecpfie, Auguff 21. 

On Tuefday, the th init. departed th's 
Ife, after a few hours ilinefs, Mrs. MARKY 
BARKER, wile of Gen, Samuel Auguitus 
Barker, of the town of Beekiman, ia thrs 
county. Mrs. Borker was 2g years of age 

a—has jefta family of (mail children to be- 
moan the lofs ofa kind mether, her huf- 
band aa affeétionae wife, and her fricads 
& acquaintaace am agreeable companion. 
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